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Orange Tiny Terror

The new Orange Tiny Terror ventures into
the review chamber this month. From the
company that is synonymous with British

voiced tube tone comes a new class “A’
all-tube mini amp. Packing a lot of punch in
a small pouch, the Tiny Terror is the latest
brainchild of Orange Senior Designer,
Adrian Emsley. The company claims that it
has been able to squeeze every drop of
that signature Orange tone into the Tiny
Terror, providing guitarists with an afford-
able alternative to the company’s higher-
priced models. Sounds like a great idea to
me, so lets grab a six pack and start terror-
izing, Orange style.

No Bigger Than A Lunchbox

They say it's not the size of the dog in the
fight, but rather the size of the fight in the
dog. Obviously this was the theory behind
the design of the Tiny Terror. Literally no
bigger than a lunch box, the Tiny Terror
measures just 6" high, 5" deep and 1 foot
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long, and weighs in at just over 12 Ibs. It
features a cool, retro-looking white metal
chassis with vented top plate, and the tra-
ditional orange logo and insignia.

There are front panel controls for volume,
mini tone knob and gain, two rocker-style
toggle switches for on-off-stand by and
switching the output from 7 to 15 watts, and
one 1/4" input, that's all! Rear panel features
are much the same, providing three 1/4"
outputs, two rated for 8 ohms and one 16
ohm output. There's also an 115v VAC power
input and a 250mA recessed fuse housing,
but that's it. The Tiny Terror was designed to
simply connect a speaker cab, allow you to
plug your guitar in and start throwin' down.
No complicated programming or confusing
menus to scroll through. Guitar to amp to
speaker; you get the idea.

Inventing Terror

The Tiny Terror utilizes class A valve tech-
nology with a 100% analog signal path that
eliminates any and all digital clipping output
characteristics. Driven by a pair of EL84
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power valves and a front end that utilizes

a duct of 12AX7 preamp valves. Switchable
from 7 to 15 watts of output, Orange
designers have designed the gain structure
of the Tiny Terror to work in a very unique
way; utilizing a dual gang gain pot, one
side turns up the first gain stage to the
point of very heavy compression, while the
other side changes the impedance of the
second gain stage so that it to compresses
to the same degree.

It utilizes a five section fully filmed inter-
leaved output transformer that is very
closely balanced to primary. The EL84
output tubes are cathode biased to
around 90% in the 15w position, and 96%
in the 7w position. In short, the Tiny
Terror is designed to produce as much
gain as a four stage gain pot, but the out-
put tubes are driven evenly all the way
through. The tone control is also designed
in a unique way, where the tone circuit is
not on the preamp side, but actually part
of the phase inverter (power amp) so the
gain structure of the amp is unaffected by
the tone control.
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